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It’s hard to believe we have reached the half-way point for the 2017-2018 school year! We 

have put 2017 behind us and are focusing on our goals for 2018. Our Vineland leaders are 

working hard in all subject areas and are continuing to grow both socially and academically 

each and every day. Our Vineland leaders are currently preparing to show how hard we have 

been working and how much we have grown during our Community Leadership Day which 

will take place on Wednesday, February 21st. Vineland Elementary School is inviting educa-

tors along with local community members throughout Charlotte County to gather at our 

school. Guests will be able to see firsthand how our students exhibit 21st century leadership 

skills in their classrooms. As the 26th Lighthouse School in the world, Vineland is excited to 

share our greatest accomplishments with all attendees. 

Students in every grade level will participate by demonstrating their leadership skills in vari-

ous capacities. Students from our Lighthouse Team will represent Vineland as school ambas-

sadors and lead guests to several different locations throughout our school while speaking 

about the variety of events that occur at Vineland during the school year. Student representa-

tives from every grade level will also share their Leadership Notebooks along with the goals 

they are working on or have already achieved this school year.  

This year, Vineland Elementary School will also offer a special feature for school-based edu-

cators who are interested in learning about our journey with the Leader in Me and becoming a 

Lighthouse School.  We know that with combined efforts Vineland students and staff mem-

bers will work together to make our Community Leadership Day a success. If you are inter-

ested in attending, please RSVP to jacqueline.barber@yourcharlotteschools.net. Our Vine-

land Team is excited to demonstrate how we Know the Way, and Show the Way.  

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
 
February 
 
2 Teacher Work Day, School 
        closed 
5-9   Jump Rope for Heart 
7      Leadership Day 
9 SAC/PTO 7:30am 
12 Midterms Go Home 
13 Spring Individual Portraits/

Uniform Free Day 
19 No School—Presidents Day 
24 Heron Hoop-La Spring 

Carnival/Scholastic Book 
Fair 10:30am-3:30pm 

26   Scholastic Book Fair      
   through March 2nd 
27    Leader of the Month         
        9:15am (by invitation only) 
28    Papas, Pastries &  
        Paperbacks, 7:30am 

 
March 
 
7 Helping my Child become a 
        Better Reader Parent  
        Workshop, 9-10am 
9 SAC/PTO, 7:30am 
        End of Third Quarter 
12 Teacher Work Day, School 
        Closed 
15    STEM Night, 6-7pm 
 
April 
 
2-6   Spring Break - No School 
17    Leader of the Month         
        9:15am (by invitation only) 
20 SAC/PTO Meeting 7:30am 
20    Earth Day 
23-27 iReady Reading  
        Assessment 
23    Mid-terms Go Home 
25    Papas, Pastries &  
        Paperbacks, 7:30am 
30    iReady Math Assessment  
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PreK News 

 

PreK has been working diligently on socializing, communication and manners.  Mrs. 
Martineau’s class has and will be producing artwork by following verbal and visual 
step-by-step directions.  Mrs. Cunningham’s class is focusing on answering simple 
requests and being kind to friends.  Mrs. Powers’ class is working on answering yes 
and no questions correctly and responding appropriately when greeted.  Mrs. Cun-
ningham and Mrs. Powers are both working on the study of recycling, reusing and 
reducing.  Mrs. Martineau is continuing the study of music as well as incorporating it in all areas.    

First Grade News 

 

     Our first grade students are making impressive gains as the year 
progresses.  We encourage our students to read books that they enjoy 
on their independent level for their nightly reading assignment.  In addition, we encourage them to have the oppor-
tunity to read aloud to a parent and answer some comprehension questions about their reading on a weekly basis 
such as setting, characters, problem, solution and main idea. We are finding this to be a very positive exercise for 
families to partake in. 
     Reviewing and discussing the math sheets that come home is another valuable activity for parents and students 
to practice on a regular basis.  The review is great for the students and this allows parents to get a good idea of 
their child’s understanding of the concepts.  Making sure homework is complete and checked over by a parent is 
extremely beneficial for optimum progress as well.   
     February will be filled with lessons of Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, Black History and Valentine’s 
Day.  Please be sure to look for activities we did on these subjects and discuss them with your child. 
     The Heron Hoopla, our annual school fundraiser, is fast approaching.  Please contribute to our grade level silent 
auction basket.  Please communicate with your child’s classroom teacher if you can help with the classroom booth.  
Many thanks to you in advance.   
 
The 1st Grade Team is happy to be Partners In Education with our families.   

 

Second Grade News 
 
During the month of February in second grade, students will be working on 

comparing and contrasting stories. This will be a great time for the students 

to make double-bubble maps. They will also be able to use double-bubble 

maps in Social Studies where they will be learning about lives of children from around the world. They 

will learn about what other children eat, what activities those children enjoy and what they do in school.  

In math students will continue to be working on measurement but they will use the skills learned and con-

nect them to solving word problems. Weather has been the topic in science. Science will end with a unit 

focusing on severe weather and the importance on preparing for it.  

Kindergarten News 

 

In February students will begin their studies of Arctic animals. For Valentine’s Day each 

class will be having a little celebration within their classrooms. Information in this regard 
will be coming home with your child. Students will begin the science topic of Earth in Space 
and Time with studying gravity, the sun and our planet, Earth. In Social Studies we are stud-

ying people of the past such as Harriet Tubman, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 
Math groups continue to work on their addition math fluency.  Daily practice at home is ap-

preciated.   



Multi-Age Classrooms 
          The start of a new semester provides an ideal time to reflect on and celebrate all that we have accomplished so far 
this year.  We observed the 100th day of school. Each class marked this milestone in their own special way.  In addition, 
during the second quarter awards assembly, students in grades 3 through 5 who excelled in 
academic achievement, effort, and/or attendance were recognized.   
     Thanks to the generosity of family, friends and community members, Mrs. Aynes and 
Mrs. Brown’s classrooms have had projects funded on Donor’s Choose.  Mrs. Aynes’ 
class received a color printer and Magna-Tiles that students use to create colorful projects 
and 3D figures. Team Aynes was also gifted Osmo systems which turn iPad apps into 
hands-on, interactive learning. Mrs. Brown’s class had a project funded that provided an 
iPad and an Osmo for her students as well.  Students in Mrs. Carter’s class have flexible 
seating thanks to a grant Mrs. Carter wrote.  
     Our I building is a wonderful place. It is becoming even more beautiful thanks to the I 
Building Beautification Club who have planted colorful flowers beside the ramp. This club has many more projects in 
mind to make our corner of the campus magical.  

 
Fourth Grade News 
 

Fourth graders have been busy and hard at work on exciting new topics. 
     In the area of science students are continuing their study of ecosystems. To enhance their 
learning experience of plants and animals in their natural habitats, the fourth graders have 
been enjoying the CHEC (Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center) field trips. 
     It is exciting to see students earning lots of AR points as well as completing and mastering 
iReady lessons each week. Please continue to encourage students to read at home each night. 
Students continue to focus on writing practice to prepare for the writing FSA test.  Families 
can build writing skills by talking with and listening to their students as well as encouraging 

Third Grade News 

We're off to a great start of 3rd quarter in third grade. In Language Arts we have been working on text features and author's point of view 
of informational texts. Our next units will focus on literature texts. We will begin to work on words in context, las well as literal and non-

literal phrases. Students will explore the author's craft of using expressions such as night owl and froze in place to give descriptive details 
to a passage. In math students have been working with fractions and placing them on a number line. They will be moving forward to the 

unit on measurement and data. Students are expected to continuously practice their multiplication 
facts for speed and accuracy. Students are just wrapping up the forms of energy unit in Science. 

Students learned how energy is stored and then used this information to put things in motion. 
They conducted an experiment where balls were dropped at different heights to determine if their 
stored energy had an effect on the height a ball would bounce. Ask your child their results. In 

Social Studies students will briefly study influential African Americans for Black History Month. 
Following the study of these individuals, we will move into our next unit which is government. Thank you for your continued support in 

making your child successful.   

 

Fifth Grade News 
We can hardly believe it is already February! This year is flying by and the students are working hard. They are 
working on their writing so that they can become expert writers. The FSA writing test is just around the corner. 

Students are also learning how to interpret a poem and think beyond the words to the images 
and the poem’s message. In math students are finishing up fractions and will be moving into 
order of operations using PEMDAS and then into measurement and data. In Social Studies 

students have begun discussing the American Revolution and the science focus has been on 
the human body. These are exciting times in our fifth grade classrooms and we are excited to 
see how the year continues.  



PE News 
Coaches Dando, Prummell, and Walsh 

Hello, Herons!  Things in PE are really starting to rev up this New Year.  
We just had our Jump Rope for Heart kick-off assembly.  In the upcoming weeks 
we will be participating in many jump rope activities during PE.  Jump Rope for 
Heart packets will go home soon to show you what you can do to help raise money 
to help us to reach our goal of $15,000.  Get ready to start jumping! 

 
Finally, keep an eye on the weather every morning before you come to 

school so you know if you need to bring a jacket or hoodie.  Stay warm, Herons! 

Music News 
Mrs. Betz, Music Teacher 

Did you know that March is “Music in Our Schools” month?  Music is an 
important investment in your child’s future.  Music benefits for your child 
include problem solving, teamwork, goal setting, self-expression, physical 
coordination, memory skills, self-confidence and concentration.  Benefits 
for your family include family music making as well as attending perfor-
mances and concerts.  How do you enjoy music? 
 

Please feel free to come and visit your child’s music class in March.  We may be playing recorders in 3rd 
and 4th grade, practicing our rhythms, singing songs, playing percussion instruments or moving to mu-
sic.  If you don’t know when your child has music, email me and I will get that information to you 
at susan.betz@yourcharlotteschools.net. Come and make music with us! 
 

News from Visual Art Education 
Mrs. Cotton, Art Teacher 
 

     Our art students are getting ready for art shows to be held in March and April.  Currently our 
students are displaying their art work at the Charlotte County Fair in Port Charlotte. The fair 
runs from January 26th thru February 3rd.  Students who were selected to be in a show will re-
ceive an invitation with directions to their particular art show.  
     Thank you all for your support with the Square 1 Art and Kids Tag Art fundraising pro-
grams. We couldn’t have done it without all you.   
     Relay for Life is coming up on April 14th so mark your calendars now.  
     We will be starting our Coins for Cancer coin drive this month and will collect coins until March 30th. The 
class with the most coins will earn a pizza party.   

 

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES! 

 

Make certain you participate in the Title I Survey.  A link to the survey can 
be found on the Vineland School website’s home page.  Thank you! 

 

   http://www.edline.net/pages/Vineland_Elementary_School 



Counselor’s Corner— Mrs. Cathy Janiak 
 
     It’s February and thanks to St. Valentine, our thoughts turn to love. As a former teacher and now a school counselor for 
numerous years, I have spoken with, listened to, and yes, even cried, with many parents. Every parent has one thing in com-
mon - they love their child.  
     When my own children were quite young, my husband and I read a book that greatly influenced our childrearing. How to 
Really Love Your Child by D. Ross Campbell, MD, is a small book that packs a big message. Dr. Campbell discusses how to 
express love to your child.  He believes there are four basic components to showing your child love and they would be eye 
contact, physical contact, focused attention and discipline.  
     Here is a very brief summary of these components. Eye contact is looking directly into the eyes of your child. It is im-
portant for communication with children and for filling your child’s emotional “bucket”.  There is much research about the 
importance of physical touch for children.  Premature babies, hospitalized patients and even baby rats have grown and been 
healthier due to something as simple as a touch.  A quick hug, a pat on the back or tousling of hair can show unconditional 
love to your child. Please understand this does not mean inappropriate actions. Focused attention is more difficult because it 
uses up a precious commodity – time. Giving your child your focused attention tells him or her how important they are to 
you.  You have probably heard the expression, “The tyranny of the urgent”.  It means there is ALWAYS something that will 
take your time! Perhaps thinking about giving your child focused attention as the most urgent thing in your life will help you. 
Finally, the word no parent (or child) wants to hear is discipline. Most parents think that discipline has nothing to do with 
love but everything to do with punishment which is not true. The foundation of discipline is love. Discipline is training and it 
must be done with love.  Discipline will cause your child to become a self-controlled, well-functioning member of society. 
Isn’t that what every parent wants for their child? In closing, your relationship with your child must be founded on uncondi-
tional love – loving your child no matter what. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO VINELAND’S SAMANTHA WARREN 
 

Fawcett Memorial Hospital’s Teacher of the Month for January 



The Library: Check It Out  
Ms. Dickerson, Library Media Specialist  

 

It is time for another Scholastic Book Fair!  The Fair will be 
open for business at the Heron Hoopla so be sure to stop by the 
Media Center to shop.  The Fair will also be open from 8:15am 
to 8:50am on the mornings of February 26th through March 2nd.  
Thank you for your continued support.  
Let’s keep up the great work with Accelerated Reader.  So far 
Vineland students have passed over two thousand AR quizzes.  
Please encourage your students to take an AR quiz at school af-

ter they finish a book.   
 
As a reminder, in just a few months, students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades who read at 

least three of the 2017-2018 SSYRA (Sunshine State) books will get to vote for their favor-
ite. Keep reading, students! 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) News  

 

The PTO is very excited for the Heron Hoopla on Saturday, February 24th!  
We will have games, bounce houses, a dunk tank, cake walk, crafts, face 
painting, food and a silent auction along with visits by the Englewood Fire 
Department and the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Department.  We are always 
looking for volunteers to man our booths, donate baked goods as well as 
seek out donations for our silent auction. If you would like to help, contact 
us at vinelandparents@gmail.com.  We would love to see you at the Hoopla and all proceeds benefit Vineland Ele-
mentary School.  
 
Coming up, the PTO will also be hosting a Yankee Candle fundraiser.  Yankee Candles are known for their great 
quality and fresh scents as well as making great gifts!   

The Family Center News 
 

The Family Center will be hosting our local scouting group during the month of February. Please stop in and sup-
port our students, and learn more about scouting opportunities in our community.  We will also be rolling out our 
annual Stone Crab Reading Challenge over the next few weeks. Grade levels will be setting classroom  goals to 

earn free tickets to the VES annual Game night. This is a wonderful family and community event.  The family 
Center Leaders are planning a special Valentines day craft for students visiting the 
Family Center on Wednesday February 14th.  
 

The  Family Center is open each Wednesday morning from 7:55-8:55 for book check out and fellowship.    

Come and Join the HERON HANGOUT! 
 

Vineland Elementary is proud of our extended day program.  Our students have been 
enjoying a wide variety of enrichment classes weekly and Fun Friday activities monthly 
with Coach Dando.  The Charlotte County Public Library will be presenting a class to 
our Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade students this month and will pave the way for 
each student to get a library card in their own name.  We are looking forward to this ex-
citing activity. 

Our outstanding students this month are Allie Baker, Bailey Cusumano, Lachlan Carter and Arianna Leighton.  These stu-
dents know the way and show the way.  Congratulations!   

HERON HOOPLA 

http://prbritt.myweb.uga.edu/edit6190/parents-afterschool.html


 

 
 
 
 
 

Vineland Elementary School  
Laura C. Blunier, Principal 

Jacqueline Barber, Assistant Principal 
467 Boundary Boulevard, Rotonda West, FL 33947 

1-941-697-6600 or 1-941-743-0188 and  Fax:  1-941-697-5902 
School Hours:  8:55am - 2:55pm 

 
www.edline.net/pages/Vineland_Elementary_School (school website) 
www.yourcharlotteschools.net/ (Charlotte County Schools website) 

 
Vineland Elementary School Vision—Student Success 

 
Vineland Elementary School Motto—LEADERSHIP:  Know the Way, Show the Way 

 
Vineland Elementary School Mission—We will ensure a positive educational environment where students  

master academic  and leadership skills preparing them to become life long learners. 
 

The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, by Stephen R. Covey 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive - You're in Charge 

Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind – Have a Plan 
Habit 3:  Put First Things First – Work First, Then Play 

Habit 4:  Think Win-Win – Everyone Can Win 
Habit 5:  Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood – Listen Before You Talk 

Habit 6:  Synergize – Together Is Better 
Habit 7:  Sharpen the Saw – Balance Feels Best 

Habit 8: Find Your  Voice and Inspire Others to Find Theirs 
 

Charlotte County Public Schools 
School Board 2015-16 

Barbara Rendell, Chairman 
Bob Segur, Vice-Chairman 

Alleen Miller 
Lee Swift 

Ian Vincent 
 

1-800-628-8938 or 1-941-255-0808 
Charlotte County Public Schools, Florida do not discriminate in educational  program activities, or employment 

on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,  national origin, age, marital status, or handicap. S.B.C.C.R.4.30(1) 
 

The School Board complies with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with  all require-
ments and regulations of the U.S. Department of Education. It is the policy of the Board  that no person in this  

District shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender,  marital status, disability, or legally
-protected  characteristic, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or oth-
erwise be subjected to,  discrimination in any program or activity for which the Board is responsible or for which 

it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.  Policy 1122 
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